[Usefulness of seat belts in the prevention of facial fractures].
In the first quarter of 1985, the use of the seat belts in every car was compulsory as disposed by law and it was discontinued afterwards. The authors correlate the number and type of facial fractures in patients admitted to the Emergency unit of the Hospital das Clínicas of University of São Paulo Medical School, during the first quarter of 1984, 1985 and 1986. A significant decrease of the number of cases and the severity of the facial fractures during the 1985 period was observed and, more important, a decrease was noted on the proportion of the nasal and fronto-orbital fractures among the overall number of fractures of the face. There was thus a significant relationship between the use of belts and the number and severity of the facial fractures.